HURST CASTLE SAILING CLUB
NEWSLETTER MAY 2021

Hello again. Welcome to another newsletter. This one brings news of further
opening up at the club, both event-wise and premises-wise, along with the
hope of more in the future.
HOWEVER, BEFORE WE START, another
reminder about Covid 19 and the risk of
infection. Although we have been lucky in
the local rate of infection, we still need to
take precautions. We must respect the
government restrictions on numbers
meeting together and on social distancing.
Please do follow the procedures we
recommend for sanitising and meeting
others in the outdoors.
Please use the NHS QR to log that you are
at the club, for test and trace. You can find
the QR on the veranda and doors. If you
forget you can still “register “by emailing attheclub@hcsc.org.uk.
If you develop symptoms of Covid 19 after being at the club, please email
admin@hcsc.org.uk and we will do our bit by alerting all members.

ON THE WATER NEWS: It has been good to see increasing numbers of
members going out recently, not put off by the cold and often quite strong
winds. Our organised events have also started.
Training: Support boat training for beginners and refreshers has been taking
place twice a week since the end of March, Covid 19 secure with only two
people per boat. The last session on May 1st will be number seven. That’s a lot
of people trained up or refreshed so Thankyou to Mike H, Paul J and Kevin W
for their time and their organisation. There may be further opportunities for

training at some of the Pottering outings, when there will be two support
boats, one as usual and one for training
Racing training for Nervous and/or would- be Racers took place with Ian on
April 18th supplemented by Nick’s videos on tactics and starts which were
posted on the Racing WhatsApp.
Beginners and Improvers Dinghy Training, again with Ian, is now taking place
on Thursday mornings. Email Ian on ian@day-li.com to take part in this.
Capsize Drill is scheduled for June 14th. If you have not practised for ages, do
take this opportunity to test your skills. It is something we should all
understand. More information later.
Sailing Events : May 1st to 3rd will see HCSC first Cruising outing, this time to
Yarmouth.
The Schisan Trophy Pursuit Race will take place on May 3rd at 16.00 hours. If
you have not yet ventured out in 2021, take this opportunity when there will
be people around to give you encouragement. Sorry, there will be no
opportunity for refreshments this time. Bring your own and rememberGroups of 6.
The pottering programme will kick off on May 5th with the briefing at 17.45 and
Saturday racing then starts on May 8th at 10.00 hours and Wednesday Racing
on May 19th. See below for more information from Nick.
Junior Sailing starts on Sunday, May 9th . If you have not received an email and
would like your young people to take part, email Ian on Ian@day-li.com
Early Warning: Keyhaven YC have informed us that there will be a Laser open
meeting on 15th May and the beach is likely to be very busy that day.
The East Solent Cruise will start on May 18th from Bembridge Duver Marina,
returning on May 22nd.

Wednesday Open Dinghy Handicap Racing

Early Series: “Normal” race days:
19 May, 15:00; 2nd June,15:30; 7th July 10:00
Pursuit Race (double points) 23rd June, first start 10:30
Late Series: “Normal” race days:
th
11 August, 13:30; 25th August, 13:30; 20th October, 11:00
Pursuit Race (double points) – 22nd Sept, first start 12:00
th

Wednesday Dinghy Racing aims to provide a relaxed friendly
atmosphere particularly for those new to racing. Both Early
and Late Series will have up to 2 races per day on the
“Normal” race days. Races will be held in the Keyhaven
creeks or just outside the river entrance, usually with a
pontoon start. Advertised time is the Start of the first race.
Briefing at the club will start 60 minutes before the advertised
start time and will begin with an informal discussion on racing
technique and may include a practice session before the start.
Entry by signing up at the clubhouse on each race day 45
minutes before the start. Sailing Instructions available on
HCSC website or noticeboard.

To join the Wednesday Racing WhatsApp group for uptodateinformation,
text “Wednesday WhatsApp” and your name to 0784 143 2214

Do check your boat , its buoyancy and your own before taking to the water.
Remember that when you sign on for an event you are agreeing that you are
responsible for your decision to go, that your boat is seaworthy and is insured
for 3rd party liability of at least £2 million per incident.
The Sailing Committee has written a new document about going on the water
and there is a copy on the veranda at the West end. Please do read it before
you go on the water, whether in your own boat or a club one.

Behind the scenes at Sailing Events: all our organised events need support
boat crews and Officers of the Day. The rotas are now on the web site and we
rely on volunteers. Please look for times when you can help then make an
offer by emailing admin@hcsc.org.uk
Club boats: We would like to move payment for using the boats into the 21st
century and ask if you can pay by BACS? The club bank account details are Sort
Code 30 95 32, Account number 7375740. You will need to put the name of
the boat you used and the date as a reference. If you have to pay by cash
please put it in an envelope and leave it in the metal letterbox on the veranda.
A reminder about maintenance of club boats. Please record any problems with
or damage to the boats in the log book which is currently on the veranda.
Please do not try to make your own repair. The club is responsible for the
maintenance and a repair that suits you might not be safe for other people.
THE CLUBHOUSE: Good news that we have had the water tested for
Legionnaire’s disease. There is no problem but, as always when you ask for
professional advice, some jobs did come up – replacing a shower head and
generally de scaling. Peter has sorted those out. The showers will be available
from May 3rd 2021. Please mitigate the risk of infection by opening the
windows if you are using the changing rooms and showers. Also have as few
people as possible in the room at any one time.

Peter and his team
have put one coat
of paint on the new
ramp posts but he
would like further
help for the second
coat. Email him at
house@hcsc.org.uk
to offer.
About the Doors:
To enter simply key
in the entrance
code on the
number pad by the

door. To exit, wave your hand or arm in front of the red light situated by the
door. Very important: please pull the door tight when you leave. The lock is
automatic but it needs to engage.
Clubhouse Maintenance: We need to know about anything in the clubhouse
that is not working or might cause an accident. There is a maintenance log
book for the house and grounds on the shelf in the club house and also an
accident record book. Of course, that is not much use while the main
clubhouse room is out of use! Until it is open, If you are aware of anything that
needs doing please email house@hcsc.org.uk. When we are more “open”
and you have an odd moment, please look for these so that you will know
where they are if you need them. All this helps us to stay on top of safety and
maintenance.
Dinghy Park: Michael D has been working out possible ways to mark the
spaces in the Dinghy park and has come up with a solution. You will see them
appearing in the ground. Thankyou, Mike for the experimentation and the
installation.
Sailing Log: last year, because of the unusual circumstances, we suspended the
D.P. requirement that a boat has to be used at least 4 times on a year to
qualify for a space. So the need to sign on to show usage was also suspended.
This year, we are going back to that requirement and to asking you to sign the
active use sheet. It will be on the table on the veranda from May onwards and
can go back inside when we reopen the building.
SOCIAL EVENTS: If all goes to plan, we will be able to have a meeting of up to
30 people together in the open air as from May 17th. Not to waste a moment
we are proposing to have a coffee morning on the lawn on Tuesday May 18th,
at 10.00. Coffee will be served from the clubhouse. Of course, it will be
weather dependent. So that we can keep an eye on the numbers, please email
commodore@hcsc.org.uk to let me know if you intend to come. If the
number gets too high, we might have to hold two sittings!
After 18th we hope to get back into regular meetings but they have to be out of
doors until later in the year. Ian’s zoom coffee morning meetings have kept us
going during the winter and now it is time for us to venture out and see each
other for real.
CLUB ADMIN: The new committee has had their first meeting - over zoom, of
course- and welcomed the new 2021 members Geoff, Jami and Sheila. We are

reviewing risk assessments (hence all the reminders above), the Health and
Safety Policy and the Safeguarding Policy. Also refreshing the Club Guide.
Club Discounts: Yachtmail chandlers are offering club members a 10%
discount. We have got membership cards available. If you would like to have
one, please email secretary@hcsc.org.uk.

SCOW FOR SALE:
"Avon Scow dinghy for sale, £950 o.n.o. Manufactured in Christchurch by Bob
Hoare, sail number 628. Fibreglass, 3.4 metres. Complete with mainsail, jib
sail, launching trolley, towing trolley and cover. All in good condition and
ready to sail. Stored in Brockenhurst. Contact tel no. 01590 623656.

QUICK SUMMARY: Water activities have started. Volunteers are needed on
land and on water. Showers are available. Coffee morning will be very soon.
By mid June we hope to be able to have the clubhouse open again.
Keep safe. Enjoy your sailing…and kayaking.

Jean Woods (Commodore)

