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Hello and best wishes to all our members for the coming year. How different that feels this year! 
Little did we know in 2020 what was ahead of us.  However, we must keep on sailing both physically 
and mentally.  Even since I have started this newsletter things have changed again in terms of the 
latest rules.  The newsletter will bring you up to date on the new Covid 19 restrictions on sailing, 
news of behind the scenes work that keeps the club going, including the AGM later this year, and 
some changes of personnel.  Also reports of recent activities and some light entertainment. 

GOOD NEWS: a feeling of deja vue here but sailing initially seemed to fall into the government’s 
blanket rule that outdoor sports venues must close for the period of the current lockdown.  Then 
things changed on Friday 8th January when we learned that it is OK to allow access for collecting  
your equipment for your sailing exercise.  This has to include boats!  

So to summarise:  The clubhouse, including toilets, is closed. Club boats are not available for hire. 
Individual sailing is allowed provided you can launch and recover your boat from a publicly 
accessible place.  People can collect their equipment from the dinghy park to enable their exercise. It 
is your individual responsibility to decide whether your outing is permitted within the government 
guidance and regulations and whether the water and weather conditions are safe for you.  The RYA 
asks us to be conservative in what we do and considerate for others.     

 All the “Hands, Face, Space” rules still apply.  We do ask that you respect these rules.  Please do not 
come to the club if you have any of the symptoms of Covid 19 and if you develop symptoms after 
being at the club please email admin@hcsc.org.uk so that we can issue a warning to other members.  
You can register your presence at the club by using the NHS app on the veranda or by emailing 
attheclub@hcsc.org.uk.  We want to do our best to limit the spread of infection but if you are 
particularly at risk from Covid 19 you might want to consider how safe it is for you to come at the 
present time.        

         

MORE GOOD NEWS: that quiet time between Christmas and New Year saw some intrepid sailors 
take to the water.  The temperature was low but we saw a lovely electrically bright sun.  On one 
occasion as many as eight boats were out, plus one dog!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Our local seal came to say hello and keen-eyed 
bird watchers saw not just one but two 
kingfishers.  The ad hoc sailors’ whatsapp group 
has been lively with photos and audios of these 
ventures.  If you don’t belong to that and would 
like to do so, email ian@day-li.com  

                                                                              

Winter sun.                                                                               

 

 

     General Committee:  This is the time of year when the committee looks back to see which of our 
development goals have been achieved and which still need work or perhaps deleting.  Paul has 
already finalised the 2020 accounts.  The sailing and social committees are working on the 
programme and preparatory work re dinghy park spaces has also started.  Staying optimistic, our 
traditional events have been included in the programme, in the hopes that summer and perhaps 
even spring will see us in a better position.  It would be so good to get back to what we used to see 
as “normal”.   Covid 19 certainly impacted on us last year but we should feel proud of the way 
various teams rose to the challenge and enabled us to sail whilst remaining safe.    The Development 
Plan and the Programme will be finalised soon so if you have any suggestions that you always 
intended to make, email them very soon to commodore@hcsc.org.uk.   We are also working on 
plans for the AGM.  Remember last year?  We just about managed to squeeze it in before the 
lockdown.  We would not dream of doing that now so the AGM will have to be online – more below.  

CLUBHOUSE: The next job is to repair the ramp.  The committee has agreed the finances and we are 
waiting for the work to be done.  With luck it will be February/March 2021.   During shutdown, our 
cleaner has continued to clean the building but it is beginning to look a bit sad.  The back window 
frames look dirty and we have a dripping tap.  We hope to give it a good spring clean before some 
sort of grand reopening.  Could that be our usual spring working party?  

December 31st.   A good way to end the year. 

 



 

New Faces:   Sheila Wicks With the start of the new financial year Sheila has taken over as treasurer 
from Ash Dray.  Ash kept our books and dealt with incomings and outgoings for over four years and 
still managed to take part in the racing.  Many thanks to him for all his work.  Sheila and her 
husband, Keith, have been HCSC members for several years and at one time Sheila also audited our 
books so she is already familiar with our ways.     

Peter Smith also offered his help and has taken over the CASC work.  The Gift Aid that we claim 
through being a Community Amateur Sports Club is a good contribution to our income but it has to 
be accurate when we submit it to HMRC so again, thanks to Peter for his offer.   

Whilst on CASC, thankyou to everyone who returned the letter stating their intention to be involved 
with sailing.  We had an excellent return of over 70%. 

Three people have taken over the roles that Sally Ross carried for a long time.   Sue Ashton  will lead 
on the garden and though she loves gardening she might have to call for a bit of help every now and 
then.   Sue Curant will take over ensuring that we have supplies of paper towels, toilet rolls, hand 
wash etc.   and Jane Sabin will now be the person who sends get well cards when we hear of 
member who is sick.   Sally Ross is unwell herself at the moment so we wish her all the best for a 
good recovery. 

OLD FACES:  Kay Fahey and Anne O’Brien will retire from the General Committee in March this year.  
However, since they are both involved in Dinghy Park administration and in getting on the water we 
will not lose sight of them.  It has been really good to have them, their thoughts and experience in 
the committee. 

COMMITTEE 2021:  We need volunteers for next year’s committee!  Who will offer? 

2020 has not been typical but perhaps its individuality will be the thing that piques your curiosity.   
We should have not less than 4 and not more than 6 members on the general committee.  That’s in 



addition to the Flag Officers and Trustees.   Through Covid 19 we have learned how to have  
meetings over Zoom.  It is not as good as being in the same room but could it make it more possible 
for people who live further away to join us?    When we are allowed to meet face to face again we 
will think about having alternate meetings or cold weather meetings on Zoom to make it easier.  
Being a committee member does not take a lot of time and we are focussed on the good of the club.   
Any differences of opinion are sorted out amicably and then everyone gets on with it.  Of course 
there are occasional jobs that need extra input so then individuals muck in or we call on our 
members to help.  So this is a heartfelt call for people to step forward to be one of the Committee.  
The existing committee is enthusiastic but all groups benefit from new blood every now and then.  It 
is your chance to have your say and to give back to the club – should that be the other way round?  
To learn more, email commodore@hcsc.org.uk    

More Good News: Virtual coffee mornings have resumed as from January 5th.  A chance to see 
friendly faces and have some chat.  If you have not joined yet and would like to do so email 
admin@hcsc.org.uk  

Membership Fees These were mentioned in the last newsletter as well just to remind you that they 
are due at the beginning of the year.  Despite having to curtail activities, the club has had ongoing 
expenses like rent and insurance so I hope that you have or will renew even though 2020 was not 
fully what we intended.  Each year we notice some discrepancies between the amount that people 
pay and the amount we suggest and hope they pay and we don’t know if this is a mistake or 
intentional.    It is a donation and the difference is not always to HCSC’s loss!  So if you pay by 
standing order, it is worth checking the amount is what you intend to pay.  One factor that comes up 
every year is that child members of a family become junior members in the year in which they reach 
11 and so they should pay a small membership fee.  Just to be clear the usual amounts are as below.  

subscriptions £ Suggested Donation £ 
Single                        8 Single  55 
Family 11 Family 90 
Junior   3 Junior    3 
Student   6 Student  17 

 

LOCKDOWN READING :  In the November newsletter I asked which books you would recommend.  
The result?  Silence like a misty day at Keyhaven!  I can’t believe that none of you are reading!  Who 
was the generous person who left books on the veranda for people to help themselves?  Perhaps the 
cold weather will spur you on.  In the meantime, here are some suggestions for longer reads with 
summaries to save you the effort: 

The Forsyte Saga  by J. Galsworthy. Three books in one. Surprisingly more Dickens than Downton 
Abbey. Long paragraphs.                                                                                                                                
Quick summary:     Going Down: Convention and money.  Going up: Women’s Lib. 

An Atlas: Good for memories and nostalgia but don’t let it raise your hopes.                                    
Quick summary:     There are more things in heaven and earth……than are dreamt of in your 
philosophy. 

The 900 Days Siege of Leningrad by H.E. Salisbury.  For this a map of Leningrad and its environs is 
useful.  Also a good memory for Russian names.                                                                                                     
Quick summary: Very cold.  Very hungry.  Very long.  



One Hundred Years of Solitude by G.G. Marquez.     This time a good memory for Spanish names is 
helpful.   On page 320 it rains for three years, eleven months and two days.                                                   
Quick Summary:  You can’t escape the past…..….nor the future. 

 

 

War and Peace by L. Tolstoy:   Russian names again.  I 
started three times but never finished it. Over to you. 

The Bible by various authors: sales have gone up during the 
pandemic.  Several books in one.     Quick Summary: advice 
for every situation, some nautical themes and a whale. 

If  you prefer maritime links: 

Sextant by D. Barrie: Not so long in pages but certainly long 
in journeys.  Alternate chapters trace the development of 
navigation skills and a twentieth century Atlantic crossing.                                
Quick Summary: when you reach Australia, ……...it’s the 
Barrier Reef.   This book is in the HCSC library so it is well 
quarantined.  If you would like to access it email 
commodore@hcsc.org.uk. 

Covic19 coffee table  

The Complete guide to Knots by W.B. Gibson:  shorter in pages but your rope can be as long as you 
like.  It will keep you secure during lock down…but avoid the Tudo Bem mooring. 

Send us your suggestions.  Has anyone read  Hornblower, Swallows and Amazons, Moby Dick? 

Member’s contribution:  It is always good to have these.  Geoff Aston seems to have an 
inexhaustible supply of stories and experience. 

In the 1980's I found myself as a sea survival instructor teaching Merchant Navy ratings to gain their 
mandatory basic sea survival certificates - how to use the life rafts, principles of sea survival and so 
on - and what a fascinating subject it was. Nowadays, most people are familiar with layering up and 
wearing a windproof outer layer and hat to stay warm, but back in the late 70's the dangers of 
hypothermia were just emerging from the results of the Medical Research Council investigations as 
to why so many seamen died after abandoning ship in WW2 - open lifeboats, Carly floats offering 
minimal protection from the cold and wet.   Perhaps not so well known, is that the body loses heat 
26 times more in water than in air of the same temperature, water being such a good conductor of 
heat.  
We had great fun in the swimming pool as students had to launch a 6 - man raft, paddle over to it 
fully clothed and wearing a bulky D.O.T lifejacket and struggling into the inflated raft with the 
occupants grabbing whatever they could and hauling them in like a sack of wet potatoes. 
All this may explain my fascination with winter sailing, the challenge of staying warm and safe, 
remembering the sea survival principles. However, is it really necessary to wear double thermals, 
pyjama bottoms, a dry suit, bib trousers, deck boots and heavy weight yachting jacket and have 3 
pairs of gloves?    At least it beats wearing a wet suit under a dry suit.  Happy sailing! G.  
 
 
 



Guess who?  A longstanding member.   
 
 

 
 
 
Or these?   Lockdown 2021 picture.  Some coffee morning regulars. 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
AGM 2021   LAST BUT NOT LEAST.   I have kept this to the end in the hope that it will stick in your 
mind.   Remember last year when we just squeezed the meeting in before lockdown, though not 
without some anxiety?  This year – No Way!  So we are planning to have the meeting over Zoom.  It 
is scheduled for Saturday, March 13th 2021 at 19.30 hours.  Ralph is preparing the notices and they 
will be sent out during February.  Please look out for them and don’t let them slip to the bottom of 
your in basket.  Ian is preparing instructions for joining the meeting over Zoom.  If you have not done 
it before you will find it is remarkably easy but you can get into practice with the virtual coffee 
mornings – see above.   We can arrange for questions and comments during the meeting.   
The AGM is your chance to catch up with what has happened and what is planned but also to show 
support for the committee after a very difficult year.  So I hope to see you there. I know some 
people will not feel comfortable doing it  this way but we will still need a quorum to carry through 
our business such as closing the 2020 financial year.   Please do try.  There are some faces we have 
not seen for ages and catch up would be good. Usually there is cheese and wine after the event.   
We can raise a glass together over the net, even crunch some crisps but I am sorry it will definitely 
be bring your own. 
 
So that is all until the February newsletter and the AGM papers.  I hope you are well and keep safe.  
Keep away from other people. 
 
 
Jean Woods   Commodore 
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