
            HURST CASTLE SAILING CLUB 

           Newsletter April 2021 

 

 

Hello to all our members.  An early newsletter this month in view of the Easter 
holiday and some changes at the club.  The important thing now is the start of 
season and better weather to get us back on the water and that applies to me 
as much as to you.  Please stay within the government guidelines in deciding 
when, if, how you take to the water.   

If you don’t read to the end please do look at what is open and not open and 
the cancellations so you are up to date. 

 

We started off our season with the AGM on March 13th (see below) and will 
continue through, government restrictions allowing.  As and when restrictions 
are eased, the club will also bring more facilities and events into operation. 

Sadly, REFRESHER DINGHY SAILING OVER EASTER is cancelled.  People do look 
forward to this as a way to ease into the new season but there will be plenty of 
opportunities to catch up in the months ahead. 

DOOR CODES a reminder that these will be changed on April 1st.  You should 
have received the new codes with the annual programme recently.  If not, 
don’t panic, simply contact commodore@hcsc.org.uk.  The lovely new locks are 
automatic so you don’t need a code on leaving but please make sure you have 
shut the door fully so the lock can engage.         

SOCIAL Of course, the Potterers’ lunch could not take place but, who knows, 
we might be able to have the end of season lunch in November and perhaps 
some events before then.   We will not be restarting coffee mornings until we 
can meet with 30 people outdoors at the earliest.  

CLUB BOATS  will be available again for hire from March 29th  if the 
government’s road map goes to plan.   Please remember to sanitise them 
before and after use.  

THE TOILETS will be available, in the same way, from March 29th.    After a year 
of it, we are all familiar now with sanitising and social distance.   Basically, 



please only have a maximum of two people in the area and sanitise surfaces as 
well as your own hands before and after using.   Sanitiser is provided and is 
quick acting. 

CHANGING AREAS AND SHOWERS ARE STILL CLOSED.  The earliest date they 
might be open is April 12th.  We will keep you informed.  Peter has arranged for 

the replacement of the broken 
basin in Adam.  

THE CLUBHOUSE itself, with the 
kitchen, is still closed but we are 
working on a good spring clean 
ready for opening. 

 

 

THE RAMP – how could I not mention this?  
Work has started and revealed a little more 
rot than we knew of but we expect it will 
be all finished in time for Easter.   Sue and Den were down there on some early 
mornings, lifting plants so they can be put back safely afterwards.                                         
Peter and Steve have done a lot of work liaising with the builders, especially 
over timing.                                                                       

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Peter would like some help in painting the posts.  Even 
now, government restrictions allow us to do voluntary work but, in any case, 
we probably need fewer than 6 people which we expect to be allowed after 
March 29th.  If you are good with a paint brush please offer at 
house@hcsc.org.uk    

DINGHY PARK  Fees for DP spaces  in this season should have been sent to  
Dinghy Park Admin by March 15th in response to a letter.  If you have forgotten 
to do so, please act quickly.  Have you noticed the new markers in the ground 



giving the space number?   Anne and Richard did these.   Launch Stickers will 
be sent out soon.  

SUBSCRIPTIONS The absolute deadline is March 31st, after which you will be 
deemed to have left the club.  So, check you have paid and, once again, is it the 
amount you intended to pay?  

THE AD HOC WHATSAPPS :  THE  KAYAKING GROUP is now operational, 
despite my typo which calls it “And hoc”  I will rectify that.  So far we have not 
used it but kayaking can be more spontaneous than sailing so it will develop. If 
you want to join contact Commodore@hcsc.org.uk.   

To join the ad hoc sailing group contact Ian Day 0781 484 2556, or Andrew 
Allan 0755 210 3063 or Mike Hamilton 0759 897 3345. 

  Both these groups are intended for quick communication and sharing so they 
will operate better if we keep them to that.  Inevitably there is some spill over 
sometimes but social media is a mixed blessing.   Think twice before you hit 
send.  In case you don’t know, you can click on the group name at the top of 
the screen to find some options like muting or making private replies.   Good 
idea to use them. 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   After all the plugs I gave it, you must know 
that it took place on Saturday March 13th.  If you did not manage to attend you 
missed a wizard of a technical performance, thanks to Ian’s techie know-how 
and the Flag Officers’ videos made earlier.   As well as the Commodore’s report 
on last year, Paul G reported on our finances and Steve C presented the Club’s 
plans for the next three years.   “Presentations” were made to retiring 
volunteers, Anne, Ash and Kay and Sue S acted for the Trustees in presenting 
the Stuart Davies award to Sheila and Keith to thank them for their 
contribution to the club over the years.   The formal part concluded, there was   
a quiz, thanks to Hilary and Paul M and then some general chat for those who 
wanted to linger.    

With the three new committee members, Geoff A, Jami P and Sheila W we 
now have a complete complement of general committee members (minimum 
of four, maximum of six). The AGM is important to the committee because it is 
the time when you, the members, hold us to account for the past year and give 
us permission to take decisions about running the club on your behalf.  Also to 
say thankyou to people who give a huge amount of time. 



 SAFEGUARDING In his role as club welfare officer, Mike Lattimer has been 
updating the club’s safeguarding policy and attending an RYA webinar on the 
subject.  You may be asking what is safeguarding and what has it got to do with 
me?         Briefly, safeguarding is wider than the old word, protection and 
deliberately so because it means to keep an eye out for anything that could be 
threatening to welfare, whether it is noticing children are not wearing a B.A.,  
stepping in on bullying or behaviour that is worrying.  So, it is all our 
responsibility.  None of us would like to think that something had gone wrong 
because we did not take the time to notice.  Our revised policy will be out 
some time soon. Please do take 10 minutes out to read it. 

WHAT A LOT OF ADMIN SO FINALLY…ONTO SAILING 

Important advice from the Sailing Committee 

Below are some pointers from the RNLI document in this link 

 RNLI Dingy booklet-10 • 300dpi (wordpress.com) 

Checklist for Safety 

• Check the rigging for signs of failure. If there is rust, broken strands or 
corrosion at the mast you should seek expert advice. 

• Check where the rigging is fixed to the deck. Tape over exposed pins and 
rings to keep them in place and prevent them snagging clothing or 
exposed skin. 

• Check all fittings including blocks, cleats, rudder and centreboard to 
ensure they are secure and work effectively. 

• Check ropes and control lines for signs of wear and abrasion. If in doubt 
replace immediately. 

• Check the toe straps to make sure they won't break when you lean over 
the side! 

• Make sure the rudder will stay locked onto the pintles if the boat inverts 
during a capsize. 

• Check boat for signs of wear and tear or damage before heading out.  
• Also, there was a video shown at the RYA dinghy show – it's about 17 

mins long, but the first 7 minutes are particularly relevant. 
• TOP TIPS FOR WATER SAFETY WITH THE RNLI - Tips for staying safe when 

we get back on the water - YouTube 



REMEMBER YOUR BOUYANCY AID   The requirement, for on the water events 
organised by the club as per our risk assessment is "Wear personal buoyancy 
specified to a minimum of EN50 Newtons whilst afloat or near the water".  It 
holds good for individual sailing as well.  

 

And an important word of advice  from the River Warden 

Moorings works are continuing by Predator marine charters and Diveco 
marine.  

The mooring barge Jumbo will be making its way up the main river (long reach) 
recovering the old ground chain and where possible spans and span anchors, 
then relaying a new larger ground chain and associated spans and moorings.  

Jumbo is limited in its ability to manoeuvre and is constrained by its draft. 
During operations Jumbo’s AIS will be giving its location in the river if anyone 
wishes to check its location MMSI 235102391. Callsign 2HBY9 listening watch 
on VHF Ch16.  

Recently,  Jumbo was operating near the camber laying heavy ground chain 
from its bow when  a small dinghy passed perilously close to jumbo’s stern 
causing the skipper serious concerns. 

 

 BACK TO OUR PROGRAMME  



Day Sails.   These longer sails are new to us for this season so we will be keen 
to see how they go. The sailing will be in open water and be could be more 
challenging, so the outings are for people who feel competent and self- 
sufficient in their dinghy.   See the last page of the current programme for 
details and note that you will have to pre-register your intention to join in.  For 
further information email Nick G on ncgriffin@btinternet.com or join the 
WhatsApp group by contacting him on 0784 143 2214. 

Support Boat Training  This is going ahead as planned with only 2 people in 
each boat.  If you have expressed interest information will be sent to you 
shortly.  The dates are in the programme. 

OTHER NEWS 

For Older Members  with long memories  :  does anyone remember a Firefly 
2412, Boron, that was around Hurst Castle up until about 12 years ago?   She 
was owned by Dr N. Gordon who is 96 and still remembers sailing her in the 
1960s.  We have been contacted by his son who would like any information we 
can provide that he could share with his father.  He can be contacted on 
bgordon@live.co.uk.  If you can share any memories please contact him direct 
or via commodore@hcsc.org.uk.  

Firefly 2412 sailing at 
Hollingsworth lake near 
Rochdalein the 1960’s.   
Spot the missing buoyancy 
aids.  

 

 

 

 

Cowes Classics  Week  is scheduled for 5th-9th July and the organisers are 
anticipating that it will be able to go ahead. For information see 
www.cowesclassicsweek.org.  We recently heard of the death in early March 
of Rees Martin who was very much involved in setting up the Metre Regatta  
2008 and then the Cowes Classics.  



Our environment:  There I was wondering if I should be worried about a 
dinghy with flapping sails at the mouth of Hawkers but it turned out to be 
Angus going slow so that he could snap the seals for us.  Thanks Angus!   

      

LAST BUT NOT LEAST   Happy Easter and happy new season of sailing.  We are 
not out of the woods yet with Covid 19 so take care and be cautious to keep 
others and yourselves safe. 

Jean Woods   

(Commodore)  

 

    
           


