
 
HURST CASTLE SAILING CLUB: NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2020 

Hello and welcome to the last newsletter of 2020.  Am I alone in feeling glad to see 2020 
end……...and to start looking forward to better times next year? 

Anyway, we start with the good news that we opened again from December 2nd!  Toilets, 
dinghy park, garden and veranda, club boats.   Not back to normal but to where we were 
in October with social distancing, sanitising and groups of only 6 people at most.   Sorry 
the clubhouse, including changing rooms and showers, remain closed.  We do recognise 
that a hot shower is very welcome after winter sailing but the problem remains one of 
making and keeping the atmosphere “Covid 19 secure”.   

You will all know that Hampshire is in Tier 2.  So we have to comply with the Tier 2 
restrictions and the key issues to remember are:- 

1. Firstly, if you have any of the Covid-19 symptoms or have been told to self-isolate, you should not 
come to the Club. Similarly, you should not come to the Club if you live in a Tier 3 area 

2. It is only possible to meet up or socialise in a group of up to 6 people outdoors. The Club house must 
remain closed because indoor meetings are not allowed, except for access to the toilets only. 

3. The changing rooms are not allowed to be open, so you need to arrive at the club dressed 
appropriately or be able to put on additional protective clothing outside. 

4. You should maintain a minimum social distance of 2m, or 1m if wearing a mask, with anyone not in 
your household. 

5. The virus can be passed on by touching surfaces that may have become contaminated, so it is 
important to wash or sanitise your hands thoroughly and frequently. Club boats must be sanitised 
before and after use as per the guidelines. 

6. The RYA’s guidance remains that we should be:- 
a. Considerate: be mindful of the potential impact you could have on other water users and do 

not place unnecessary strain on RNLI and emergency services. 
b. Conservative: help to minimise incidents and accidents by taking an extra cautious approach 

to your boating. 
7. Should you sail to the Isle of Wight, which is a Tier 1 area, you must still follow the rules that would 

apply if you were in a Tier 2 area. 
8. You are requested to register your attendance at the club either by using the “check-in” function on 

the NHS COVID-19 App or by sending an email to attheclub@hcsc.org.uk saying when you were 
there. 

On to other club business: 

BECAUSE WE CAN: A group of hardy sailors went out from HCSC on Wednesday December 2nd – the first 
possible opportunity after 4 weeks.  Nine boats went out in a light wind and had fun.   

   



CASC LETTERS: Thank you to everyone who has returned the slip about intentions to participate in sailing next 
year. We have had over 50% response but if you have not yet sent your reply, please do so.  

DEVELOPMENT PLAN: the Committee will be reviewing and revising the 3- year plan over the next 2 months, 
ready for presentation at the AGM.   In the past we have done a survey of members’ satisfaction every 3 years 
or so and this would have been due about this year.   With everything else going on, we (I) have not found 
time to do this.  So, if you have any observations or suggestions for the club’s future please let us have 
them.  Contact any committee member that you know or email commodore@hcsc.org.uk or phone J. 
Woods on 01425 619536.    Time is limited on this task so don’t be shy. 

DINGHY PARK FEES:  the Committee has considered whether our fees should go up, recognising that they are 
low in comparison to neighbouring dinghy parks.  The committee decided against an increase for the 2021 
season but will keep this under review – another thing for the Development Plan. 

STANDING ORDERS: Membership fees are payable in January.  Every year there are a few people who have not 
updated their standing orders, for instance in accordance with the increase in fees in or changes in their 
family structure.  Could we remind you to check that you are happy with your scheduled payment.  It makes 
our admin and our Gift Aid claim much easier. HCSC cannot alter your Standing Order.  Only you can do 
that.  Many thanks.       

 

COFFEE TIME: Virtual meetings continued through November but there is nothing like really seeing each 
other.   So, on the first opportunity after unlocking – Tuesday December 8th -we plan to have another ad hoc 
meeting.  As before, please bring your own refreshments and be prepared to sit with the same 6 people – no 
mingling!  If the weather is completely inhospitable I am sure you will make your own decisions.  Hoping to see 
plenty of members there.    With luck, we might find one day each month throughout the winter for 
this.  They will be short notice but we will let people know by email or whatsapp.  If you are not already on 
the list contact Commodore@hcsc.org.uk. 

SAILING: Still on the future, or at least next year, the Sailing Committee has been putting its thoughts to 
meeting some members’ requests.  Nick Griffin has sent the following:  

Potential 2021 programme of longer distance dinghy day sails 
  
The Sailing Committee is looking at the possibility of setting up a programme of 
longerdistance day sails during the 2021 season which are primarily aimed for dinghies, 
though cruising yachts would be welcome to join in.  
  
Due to the vagaries of the weather, it is envisaged that rather than having a list of days 
and destinations defined in the Club’s events programme booklet, there would be a 
number of weeks identified when the tides would be a suitable for a day sail on several 
days that week. The decision on where and when to sail would be made close to the time 
when the likely weather conditions are better known. Potential destinations could possibly 
include Pitts Deep & Tanners Lane, Newtown Creek, Totland & Alum Bays and Mudeford. 



 

 

 
Who is this for? 
 
People who already go further afield in their dinghy alone, or those that want to but 
would rather do so in company with others than on their own. 

People who have a dinghy with all the equipment necessary for cruising, in other words 
are self-reliant and for whom outside assistance would be a last resort. 
 
People with the experience and sailing skills necessary to cope with changeable weather, 
are able to sail to their boat’s potential, who can reef their sails on the water, know how to 
anchor and can row or paddle their dinghy if required. 
BUT 
 
What if this is something that you aspire to, but at the moment don't have a boat or the 
skills or experience. 
 
There may be opportunities to join the group as a crew, to gain experience.  
 
In the meantime, work on the skills. There is plenty of opportunity at the club for building 
sailing skills. Club racing on a Wednesday or Saturday will quickly show you how you 
perform against other boats.  Racing is the ideal preparation for cruising.  A support boat 
is on hand to pull you from the water when things don't go to plan.  You also have other 
experienced sailors about who can give you tips and advice. 
 
Ian Day runs training through the year and this would bring your skills up a notch. 
 
The events in our Pottering Programme are geared for those who wish to gain experience 
and mainly take place in the sheltered waters of the Keyhaven River or near North shore 
and have one or two support boats in attendance. 
 
Lastly, the RYA runs training courses that gradually builds on the skills necessary. 
  



If you are interested in taking part and would like more information, please contact Nick 
Griffin by email nc.griffin@btinternet.com 
  
NEW YEARS DAY: Traditionally HCSC has a walk on New Year’s Day morning.  Sadly, Sheila 
and Keith Wicks will not be here to lead us in 2021 as they usually do.  We will miss their 
bird spotting and identification skills but it should be possible to organise an ad hoc 
(2020’s key words) walk, still within groups of six.  Separate groups could set out at 5 
minute intervals and we might even be able to have coffee on the lawn afterwards. Bring 
your own.  You could just turn up on the day but if you want to register your presence, 
email commodore@hcsc.org.uk.  Better still, email if you are willing to lead a group. 
  
MEMBERS: Sally Ross has been quietly and behind the scenes doing some jobs for the club 
over quite a long time.   She has taken a lead on the spring planting and maintenance of 
the garden, maintained the supply of paper towels, toilet rolls etc and Sally is the person 
who sends get well cards to poorly members. 
Sally now needs to step back from these tasks so we are looking for people who could take 
on one or some of these roles. You don’t have to do all of them but if you feel one of 
these jobs tallies with your available time and skills, please get in touch.  They are things 
that can be fitted around a busy life and sailing. 
  
Sadly, there is news that Richard Hedges has died.   Richard has not been an HCSC 
member recently but was an active sailor in the past and was also HCSC Treasurer some 
years ago.        
  
KNOTS:  In suggesting this as a winter theme, I was thinking that we could just re-hone 
our rusty skills, starting perhaps with the humble reef knot and working up to something 
more sophisticated. 
However, I hadn’t reckoned with the HCSC sense of humour!  The ad hoc whatsapp has 
been alive with witticisms and repartee.  Here is a selection. 
                                                  

 
１“Tide up in knots” 

 
２“Did someone mention me? Tweet, tweet” 

(Bird photo courtesy of Norfolk Wildlife Trust) 



 
３Don't try to learn knots while drinking coffee! 

Geoff Aston took me at my word and has sent us the following      
  
" What is the most useless knot I've had to learn? I know in the Sea Scouts, to gain my knot 
badge, I had to correctly make a sheepshank, the scoutmaster enthusiastically stating the 
sheepshank could be used to shorten tent guy ropes. Has anybody ever seen or heard it 
being used for that ? But racking my brains , I suddenly remembered on an old cargo ship I 
was on , with elderly timber lifeboats, the capsize grablines had to have sheepshanks in 
them , the loop being held in place with a single piece of whipping thread , the idea being 
that this would snap, when the grablines were used in earnest and the sheepshank would 
fall out to allow the grablines to go full length, enabling the crew to stand on the bilge 
rail and exert full power on the grablines to right the lifeboat from capsize, a desperate 
situation indeed! Can't recall seeing same grablines or sheepshanks on the giant lifeboats / 
tender craft on the cruise ships - maybe the sheepshank has indeed been retired to the 
pages of the Ashley book of knots. Happy days!” 

  

MOORING AND LAUNCH FEES:  You may have seen the local press that NFDC are set to 
raise mooring fees at Keyhaven, with the promise of an upgrade to the chain mooring 
system.  There will also be an increase in the cost of a single kayak or paddleboard 
launch.  See the NFDC web site new forest.gov.uk. 

  

HURST SPIT TO LYMINGTON PROJECT:  I mentioned in a previous newsletter the 
Environmental Agency’s new project on preserving and protecting our coastline.  They 
have now set up a Stakeholders Advisory Group (StAG).  Sailing and our waters are 
represented by the Royal Lymington Yacht Club, the RYA and the Keyhaven Forum.  Land 
side interests are represented by groups like The Ramblers, Birdwatching, and the Milford 
Conservation group.  You can find out more about their project 
on https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/solent-and-south-downs/hurst-spit-to-
lymington-project . 

RYA CONFERENCE AND WEBINARS.  The RYA holds a conference for affiliated clubs every 
autumn.  It brings us up to date in workshops and gives us the chance to meet people from 
other sailing clubs.  Despite being yet another Zoom meeting this year, it was just as 
interesting, starting with an interview from Auckland with Ben Ainslie who is preparing for 
the America’s cup.    Both Geoff Aston and I “attended” on your behalf.  Inevitably a lot of 
the discussion was around surviving “turbulence”, finding opportunities and working as a 
team.  For the year ahead, the Vendee Globe race is already underway with plenty of 
drama so far and the rescheduled Olympics and the Americas Cup are still to come.  

And then there were the webinars, again attended so far by Geoff and myself.  I have to 
give great credit to the RYA staff who succeed in making the technology work for them 
with live presentations from around the UK and plenty of graphics.  So far, the themes 
have been around volunteers, the environment and connecting with your local 



community.   All this in addition to RYA advice sessions whenever HM government changes 
its rules and advice on Covid 19. 

WHAT I DIDN’T READ DURING THE LOCKDOWN; Like many grandparents, I was wishing 
that I could read to my granddaughter.  One of my favourite books (and therefore hers as 
well, no choice) is “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” by Michael Rosen.  I am sure you know 
it.  A family sets out to find a bear and has to get through all sorts of obstacles on the 
way.  2020 has felt a bit like that.    One difference - at the end of the story the family 
rush home and hide beneath the bed covers.  So far, I have not done that and I hope you 
have not either.  I do think that, as a club, HCSC has done well in responding to the 
sanitising regimes and abiding by the rules.   I hope you all have a restful Christmas period 
wherever and with whoever.  Restrictions and caution will be with us into 2021 but there 
is hope on the horizon and see you all then, if not before. 

Best wishes, 

Jean Woods 
Commodore 

 

 


